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The World Baseball Softball Confederation 
ό².{/ύ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇ is the 
Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜǎǘƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
world. A two-stage program over consecutive 
years, the 10th ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ².{/ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 

Baseball World Cup is set for 2026-27, including 
a 12-team Group Stage in Summer 2026 and a 

six-team Final Stage in Summer 2027.

Japan has won the last seven World Cups, while 
Team USA won the first two. Other top teams 

include Australia, Canada, Chinese Taipei, 
Mexico and Venezuela. 
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The LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ (IWBC) has been selected to host 
ǘƘŜ ².{/ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇ DǊƻǳǇ {ǘŀƎŜ нлнс ŀƴŘ Cƛƴŀƭ {ǘŀƎŜ 

2027, marking the first time ever this global event will be held in Illinois and 
Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘǿƻ 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ wƻŎƪŦƻǊŘ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜǎǘƛƎƛƻǳǎ 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ŎƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ǎƘƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǎǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΦ

HOST + COMMUNITY
GROUP STAGE 2026, JULY 22-26, 2026, ROCKFORD, IL REGION

ÁJuly 17-20 ς Staff, directors, officials and team arrivals
ÁJuly 21 ς Practices, media day and opening banquet
ÁJuly 22-26 ς Competition days
ÁJuly 27 ς Inclement weather day
ÁJuly 28 ς Team, staff & officials departures

All games to be played at Rivets Stadium in Loves Park, IL. Practices and other 
community activations will be held at historic Beyer Stadium and other 
Rockford area venues.

Note: ¢ƘŜ ².{/ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇ Cƛƴŀƭ {ǘŀƎŜ нлнт ƛǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ 
for July 19-25, 2027. Details to be announced.

SCHEDULE AT -A-GLANCE
ö9Ò:țöª F¡șÒț9 ÒF9 wwțöªÌw@ț:ßÉțǢǠǢǦ-27 | HOSTED BY IWBC | ROCKFORD, IL, USA
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SUMMER 2024
IWBC submits Expression 
of Interest Letter to WBSC 
to indicate intent to bid

ö9Ò:țöª F¡șÒț9 ÒF9 ww

WORLD CUP 2026 -27 TIMELINE
FALL 2024

USA Baseball visits IWBC 
and Rockford venues for
².{/ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ 

World Cup 2026-27  

FEBRUARY 2025
IWBC submits official bid to 

WBSC ǘƻ Ƙƻǎǘ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
Baseball World Cup 2026-27

JUNE 2025
WBSC awards IWBC 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ²ƻǊƭŘ 
Cup Group Stage 2026

SUMMER 2025
IWBC unveils event 

partners and continues 
event operations and 

fundraising efforts

JULY 2026
².{/ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ 
World Cup Group Stage 
2026 hosted by IWBC in 

Rockford, IL,

JULY 2027
².{/ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ 
World Cup Finals 2027 

hosted by IWBC in 
Rockford, IL

TIMELINE KEY
GOLD = COMPLETE
WHITE = PENDING



HOST ORGANIZATION
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At the LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ς ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
nonprofit organization dedicated to the preservation and advancement of 
ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ς education is the cornerstone of our mission 
ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘΣ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ōŀǎŜōŀƭƭΣ ōƻǘƘ 
on and off the field. We strive to inspire the next generation of players by 
helping them realize their dreams of not only participating in the sport, 

but also of passing on all they learn and achieve for generations to come.

ABOUT THE HOST

dö9:șÒț dÒÒdª¡
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L²./Ωǎ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
educational conferences, film screenings, free camps 
and clinics, workshops, youth tournaments, traveling 
exhibits, block parties, and hosting global events like 
the World Baseball Softball Confederation (WBSC) 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇ нлнс-27. 

HOLISTIC PROGRAMS

dö9:șÒțd É :Ú
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With deep ties to the sport through legendary figures such as Albert Spalding, Ross Barnes and other 
ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΣ wƻŎƪŦƻǊŘ ƛǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴŀǘŜƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά/ǊŀŘƭŜ ƻŦ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭΦέ ²ƛǘƘ tƘƛƭƛǇ YΦ ²ǊƛƎƭŜȅΩǎ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊ 
of the All-American Girls Professional Baseball League in 1943, the city also became home to the Rockford 

Peaches, the only team in the league to play all 12 seasons at the same field ς historic Beyer Stadium.

ROCKFORD, IL, USA: THE CRADLE OF BASEBALL

dö9:șÒțwd¡F [F
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JEANNE GANG 
Founding Partner of Studio Gang

+ Concept Designer of IWBC Campus

Targeting LEED Platinum certification, the LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ŀǎŜōŀƭƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊ is designed by world-renowned architect and Belvidere, IL, native Jeanne Gang, founding 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƻŦ {ǘǳŘƛƻ DŀƴƎΦ L²./Ωǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ .ŜȅŜǊ {ǘŀŘƛǳƳ ŀǘ aŀȅōŜƭƭŜ .ƭŀƛǊ tŀǊƪΣ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ-grade ballpark, and an adjacent indoor sports activity center 
ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΦ .ŀǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƻǳǘƘ wƻŎƪŦƻǊŘΣ L²./Ωǎ ǎƛȄ-acre campus is projected for completion in 2030 as a world-class facility for residents and visitors from around the world. 

A PLACE OF THEIR OWN
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